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Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benjamin Franklin is one of the greatest icons in US history. He is one of the founding fathers of the country. He was also an inventor, scientist, politician, printer, freemason, and diplomat for the country. Benjamin started to write his autobiography to ensure that he had something to leave behind to his sons and children, showing the life he has led. His biography is vital in exposing his beliefs on some of the crucial matters that contributed to the growth of the colonies. Benjamin believed that the US colonies ought to break free from the Kingship or dynasties and have a different form of rule. He also played an essential role in enhancing the states of the colonies. Some other founding fathers had different stories to tell about their lives during the founding period of the United States. Benjamin started his work from an early age and focused on coming up with ways to ensure his legacy. His movement and involvement in US politics made it possible for him to make a legacy. He forged his path from the early stages of life. His life experience and employment status during the period are similar and different from some of the icons during that period, such as Mary Rowlandson and Eliza Pickney.                                                                                                                                                                                  Unlike Eliza Pickney, Benjamin separated from his family and went on a separate path. Franklin was the 15th youngest son. They were a total of seventeen children, seven from the first wife, and the ten from the second wife. The numerous siblings and his position in the family made it quite difficult for Benjamin to manage any of his father's properties. He dedicated himself to give the best for any task that he was assigned, even when he was not pleased with the duties. When he was ten years, his father took him to work in their soap and candle shop as his apprentice. However, he was not thrilled with the kind of job and opted for more. He wanted to ensure that he had developed something for himself. Eliza also started working at a younger age, way younger than Franklin, when she started working. Unlike Benjamin, she enjoyed working for her father. One may be forced to believe that working for her father was applicaple because women had a limited choice of work during the period. She started to manage the farms at an early age since his father went to war. She made time to work in the gardens while listening to music. She also ensured that her work did not limit her social activities. Both Benjamin and Eliza created time to do things that they loved outside their work. They created time for social events and ensured that they spent time with the people that they loved deeply. Benjamin also used his free time to write, which was one of his hobbies. 
Benjamin had a contrary opinion on slavery as compared to some of the founding fathers and other icons during his period. The matter of slavery always brought conflicts between the Southerners and the opponent of slavery. The two groups had different beliefs and always tried to outshine each other. However, Benjamin believed that humans could coexist regardless of the difference in their beliefs. He used the story about coexisting with George Whitefield, regardless of the differences in their religious beliefs (Franklin et al., 2003). The two men of God believed in the almighty and differed in most of their takes on various matters. It is always saddening to see conflicts that are fueled by hatred based on religious beliefs. The nature of the conflict can even arise between people of the same religion just because of the way that they interpret their Holy Book. Most people tend to interpret the Holy Book to support their opinions, which mostly resort to conflict between the different groups. However, they opted to coexist and address their differences in peaceful ways. The nature of the religious leaders entails unity amid crisis.  John Winthrop also advocated for unity and called on the people of Boston to accept and learn to live together regardless of the differences. He was the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and wanted to ensure that civil conflict in his territory. John also believed that people could accommodate each other regardless of their stance on slavery or religion. Eliza worked on a farm and most likely enjoyed the services of the slaves. The level of the farm determined the number of slaves that plantations.
Franklin brothers played an important role in shaping his future. At the age of 16, he went to work for his brother as his apprentice in his printing shop. His father wanted him to learn something so that he would be reliable in his future lives. Despite Benjamin being rebellious, just like most teenagers, he was also focused and wanted to ensure that he had the best future. He focused on saving for the future rather than spending his income on beer and things that most of his age mates enjoyed. His free time was mainly used for writing, and the printing sector made his passion for writing to grow. At the age of 21, when he left Boston, he could find work anywhere with the skills and education that he had already acquired. Franklin also knew that although he may not get the job of his dream, he would do the best for any job that he landed in his lifetime. 
History icons had their experience, and that is what led them to be the best in whatever they do. In the case of Franklin, he had a good family to rely on, although he did not wish to take after his father. He wanted to follow his path and end up on his terms. However, parents tend to ensure that their children are in a position to ensure that they can lead a better life. They have to ensure that they have impacted their children with the skills to get employment. Franklin’s father ensured that Franklin had enough skills to seek employment in different countries. People have different backgrounds. Mary Rowlandson suffered in her early days. In he autobiography presented the case in which his family was left homeless after a war with the natives. In the early days, native Indians wanted to protect their lands and fought the various colonies. They wanted to ensure that they could protect their lands and drive away foreigners. Mary was a victim of war and had to ensure that she rose above her background to become the woman she is in US history. Mary’s autobiography shows the bitter nature of the war that she endured. 
Franklin focused on his invention and wanted to ensure that the country was developing. He wanted to ensure that he had a good future and had saved enough money to secure his future. Benjamin wanted to ensure that he left something for his children, especially his sons. He wanted people to understand his journey and some of the inventions that he made. “ But on the whole, tho I never arrived at the Perfection I had been so ambitious of obtaining, but fell far short of it, yet I was by the Endeavor a better and happier Man than I otherwise should have been” (Franklin, 2003, p. 156). This quote shows that Benjamin did not want to think highly of himself and the things that he achieved during his lifetime. He wanted people to understand that he was just after his happiness. Similarly, Eliza also wanted to ensure that she was happy and presented herself as such. She focused on the good that she has done. Most of the icons during the period of Benjamin were humble.
In conclusion, Benjamin’s autobiography represented the similarities and differences with other historic icons during his eras, such as Mary Rowlandson and Eliza Pickney. Benjamin started working at a young age, although he did not wish to work for his father. He wanted to forge a path for himself. Franklin managed to make a name for himself because he decided to follow his path. He did not want to work from his father, unlike Eliza, who enjoyed managing her father's farm. Unlike Benjamin, Mary had to survive a war and come up stronger than before. The war helped to shape who she was and her achievement in the long run. The Native Americans fought for their lands and had to ensure that they drove people out of their land. 
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